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The For Creative Minds interactive, 
educational section in this book includes:
•	 Whale Adaptations
•	 Whale Sizes
•	 Toothed or Baleen?
•	 Conservation

Thanks to Chris Butler-Minor, 
Community Engagement Specialist 
at the Olympic Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary for verifying 
the information in this book. 

Title in Spanish: ¿Dentada o barbada? Un libro de 
comparaciones y contrastes entre ballenas

This educational children’s book dives into 
the fascinating similarities and differences 
between the two large groups of cetaceans: 
toothed whales (dolphins, porpoises and 
sperm whales) and baleen whales (blue 
whales, orcas, and humpbacks). With 
vibrant photographs and engaging text, 
this marine life book for kids explains 
whale adaptations, behaviors, and feeding 
techniques. Ideal for young readers 
interested in ocean animals, this book 
fosters curiosity about marine biology 
and whale conservation. This latest in 
Arbordale’s Compare and Contrast series 
helps children develop critical thinking 
skills. Perfect for parents and educators 
looking for an informative book on whales 
for children.

Toothed or Baleen?
A Whale Compare and Contrast Book



Meet the Author
Cathleen McConnell loves all animals—especially those that live in the 
ocean. Currently, as part of her job with the Conservation Engagement 
team at the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, Cathleen runs all kinds 
of family programs. Over the years she has taught countless children 
about the wonders of wildlife when they have visited on field trips, 
or as part of an outreach program at their school. Cathleen has also 
written Seal or Sea Lion? A Compare and Contrast Book and Otters: 
River or Sea? A Compare and Contrast Book for Arbordale. She 
hopes the 
books will 
get kids 

excited to learn more about 
animals and how each is uniquely 
adapted to survive in their 
natural environment. Cathleen 
lives in Washington state.  
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Bisac codes: 
JNF003150:	JNF / Animals / Marine Life
JNF003140:	JNF / Animals / Mammals
JNF051030:	JNF / Science & Nature / 
Anatomy & Physiology

Thema codes: 
•	 YBC: 	 Children’s Picture Book
•	 YNNJ14:	 Marine Mammals
•	 1QS:	 Oceans
•	 5AF: 	 5 plus

Standard Alignments: 
•	 1-LS1-1 All organisms have external parts. 

Different animals use their body parts in 
different ways to see, hear, grasp objects, 
protect themselves, move from place to 
place, and seek, find, and take in food, 
water and air. 

•	 2-LS4-1.	 Make observations of animals to 
compare the diversity of life in different 
habitats. 

•	 3-LS4-3 For any particular environment, 
some kinds of organisms survive well, 
some survive less well, and some cannot 
survive at all. 

•	 4-LS1-1: Animals have internal and external 
structures that function to support survival, 
growth, behavior, and reproduction.
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Paperback 9781643519968 9781638173427 $11.95

eBooks:

     interactive dual-language, read along (web) 9781638170150 $ varies

     epub3 (read along) 1:1 / 1:many 9781638170532 9781638173540 $11.99 / $36.99

     PDF (basic) 1:1 / 1:many 9781638170341 9781638173601 $7.99 / $24.99
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