
What are snags and why are they important? Dead 
or dying trees, called snags, provide a place for 
animals to nest and raise young, sleep (roost), 
perch watching for prey, hide from predators, find 
food, and even to hibernate. Learn how a variety of 
animals rely on snags for their survival. 
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Curriculum Connections (NGSS)
1-LS1-1: From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes: Use materials to design a solution 
to a human problem by mimicking how plants and/or animals use their external parts to help them 
survive, grow, and meet their needs. Relevance: The book can be used to explore how animals use 
different parts of snags for their survival and how these adaptations can inspire human solutions.

2. LS2.A: Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems: Plants depend on animals for pollination or to 
move their seeds around. Animals depend on plants for food and shelter. Relevance: The book is about 
the many ways some animals rely on dead trees. 

3-LS2-1: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics: Construct an argument that some animals 
form groups that help members survive. Relevance: The book can be used to discuss how certain 
animals use snags and how these structures support different species, illustrating the concept of 
habitats supporting animal groups.

3-LS4-3: Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity: Construct an argument with evidence that in a 
particular habitat some organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive 
at all. Relevance: The book provides examples of how different animals depend on snags, showing how 
specific habitats support the survival of certain species.

4-LS1-1: From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes: Construct an argument that plants 
and animals have internal and external structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, 
and reproduction. Relevance: The book details how animals use snags for nesting, roosting, and 
shelter, supporting discussions on the function of animal structures.

5-LS2-1: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics: Develop a model to describe the movement 
of matter among plants, animals, decomposers, and the environment. Relevance: The book's 
discussion of snags can lead to an exploration of the role of dead trees in ecosystems, including their 
decomposition and how they support various forms of life.


